Dr Ian MacLeod Murphy was born in 1905 and was raised as a child by his grandparents in Ballarat. His father, Sir Stephen Murphy C.M.C., was the Chief Justice of Bombay, India. 
In 1939 after gaining his medical degree at Melbourne University, he volunteered as ship’s medical officer in the navy. and met Winston Churchill who was on board HMAS Napier during this time. Dr Ian was also involved with the Rats of Tobruk and the evacuation of Crete. 
In 1947 and at the age of 42, after having a successful medical practice in Hampton, Dr and his wife Margaret, decided to retire, and purchased a property in Edenmont Rd, Clematis, and naming it ‘Kirkcubbin’, their intention was to breed turkeys. 
There was no retirement; the community of Emerald were desperate for a resident doctor; hence rooms were built over the chemist shop in the Main Rd which became the medical practice. For the next 34 years Dr Murphy provided medical care, working seven days a week travelling all over the hills 
He made house calls in all weather, many a time changing into his gum boots and riding on the back of a tractor to see a patient. As well as locals there were many Italian families new to the area especially around Gembrook whom he would visit at any time. There were no made roads or mobile phones in those days. 
Doctor would also find time to visit his patients in Ferntree Gully hospital (now The Angliss) His pet dog Ginger Mick went everywhere with him and would never let anyone near his car. 
Many families could not afford the doctor’s services; therefore, they would never receive an account, and if they did pay, the cheques were never cashed. Often Dr was given fruit and vegetables as payment.
Dr Murphy was awarded the British Empire Medal for his devotion to the health of the community. 
This busy man had many interests including playing golf at Emerald Country Club and if he was needed, club staff would ring the bell three times. He also arranged dinner parties at a local hotel every 3 months inviting many families to attend which become known as Dr Murphy’s dinner, you were honoured if invited to attend. 
Doctor Murphy put in a proposal for an ambulance service in Emerald as far back as the 1960’s which he had planned to go on the site of the now Emerald community house. It took many years of local fund raising for the community to see an ambulance stationed in Emerald 
Dr Ian was a founding member of the Beefsteak and Burgundy Club and the Ancient Mariners Club - a club for ex-navy men in Dandenong. He was also an active member of the Emerald RSL. 
In 1981 at the age of 76 years, still working, Dr Murphy suffered a heart attack and died at home. A public meeting was held in October 1981 to set up a memorial fund in his name, to provide financial support for local students who were studying in the medical profession. The meeting was opened by Mr. Tom Dalziel, a long-time friend, saying.” This is a living memory, the finest tribute a community can pay to a dedicated man.” The annual “Dr Murphy Memorial Scholarship”. 
Dr George Somers took over the practice after Dr Murphy’s death and initiated the naming of Murphy’s Way in his memory. Recently we have seen the upgrade of Emerald Medical Centre that started from such small beginnings with a man who came to Clematis to retire. I am sure he would be very proud to see the wonderful medical services we have today. 
An account by Chris Britton 

