Gloria Hargreaves– Behind the Badge
· Born in Whiston, an outer suburb of Liverpool UK
· Mum a Secretary and Dad in the building trade were on minimum wages, I lived from 3 half to 11 with my grandma, hardly saw them and certainly didn’t know much about my brother.
· 8 months back, living with Mum and Dad and brother Paul in a council house, then they made the courageous decision to emigrate as 10-pound tourists. They couldn’t see any alternative. All our possessions were contained in a cabin trunk.
· Liverpool and the wider Merseyside area were the most heavily bombed regions of the UK outside London during World War II, primarily targeting the vital port. As the country was struggling under a crippling National debt, 14 years later in 1958 there were still many untouched bomb sites. We saw a lot of them on our way to Tilbury to embark on the Orontes
· I was 12 and Paul 5 and a half. 6 weeks on the Orontes and life was a big adventure. Sent to a migrant hostel in Preston, old Nissan Huts but only had to stay there 6 months. We must have been sponsored because mum and dad were both given teaching positions pretty much on the spot.
· Mum Pitmans -> Dacombs
· Moved out of hostel and spent 3 years house sitting, firstly in Ivanhoe and secondly in Thornbury
· Mum and dad both wanted something more permanent so they applied for teaching positions In Warrnambool. Success! We moved to Warrnambool in 1961 where I completed my High School education at Warrnambool High.
· After my Matriculation Year I moved to Geelong to Teachers College to do my Primary School Teachers Certificate
· Didn’t mind the 2-year course but loved living with 7 other girls in a hostel on Pakington St. We had a ball. There were about 20 of us living in a beautiful old house. The main entertainment was the Palais on a Saturday night. Always crowded and if you didn’t receive at least one marriage proposal each time you went, it was a very dull night!
· Taught in Geelong for 4 years and during that time I met Ev. Subsequently married in 1969
· Still vividly remember my Grade at the time arranging an engagement party where Ev and I made a very big mistake, we let 25 kids have supper first.
· We were married in Aberfeldie. And not long after Ev was transferred to the Commonwealth branch in Prahran and our first home was in Boronia. I was lucky to be getting a teaching position at a school close by.
· Many fond memories – socks
· Left term 3 in 1970 to start my family. Had to resign, Chris in January 1971 Katie in April 1973
· 1976 – When Katie was in kinder, I started 12 years of Emergency Teaching – Service asthmatic
· Went back full time teaching in 1989, started at Heathmont did 3 years and then transferred to Billam=nook PS in Montrose where I spent 14 years and it was the school I retired from. Retired from the classroom in 2002 but then did .5 in charge of Math’s for the whole school. Loved it!!
· 1992 presented a challenge to the family. Our daughter Katie went through an extremely bad time with mental health issues. She was diagnosed with having a chemical imbalance in her brain. The whole family went into battle together to keep our girl alive. The correct medication was found and administered and after a while she and her dog travelled to WA in a tiny caravan where she found the vocation she loved and eventually a fantastic man to marry in 2005
· I love travelling and Ev and I have had the privilege of seeing many wonderful places especially the China, Canada, the UK and other parts of Europe.
· Teaching and Katie have led to the two passions in my life and in Rotary. Mental Health and the youth in our community.

